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History of the Church

Destruction
of
Jerusalem

May 28?
Church
established
on
Pentecost

Stoning of
Stephen -
Church
scattered
from
Jerusalem

Jerusalem
Council -
Gentiles
now in
Church

Paul 1st
warns of
falling away
- 2 Thes 2:
1-12

Warning
given to
Ephesian
elders -
Acts 20: 28

Rome burned -
Persecution
under Nero -
Death of Paul

Coliseum
of Rome
opened

Domitian
begins reign
of persecution
to last 7
years…exiles
John to
Patmos.

John issues
last of NT
warnings -
1 Jn 4: 1 - 3

John's
revelation
closes the
NT

Death of John -
last of the
apostles
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1st Evidence of
Apostasy. Pliny, gov
of Bithynia
persecuted Saints.
Ignatius thrown to
wild beasts in
Roman amphitheatre
in 108

1st bishop
presiding over
diocese of
Rome - Pius I

Polycarp
burned to
death…he
was bishop
of the
church at
Smyrna.

Pouring water used
in place of
immersion -
Novation had water
poured over him
while sick in bed.

Persecution under
Severus. Perpetua
martyred. Doctrine
of Apostolic
Succession adopted
200-300 AD
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Valentine the
priest
beheaded

Diocletian divides
Roman Empire into 2
parts. He was one of
the worst
persecutors…burned
buildings with
Christians inside.

Constantine makes
Christianity legal -
issued Edict of
Toleration - put end
to persecutions of
Christians

Adoption of
Nicene Creed
at Nicea in
Bithynia.
Attended by
318 bishops

Constantine set up
new capital at
Byzantine - renamed
it Constantinople

Theodocius - Great
Flavius Emporer of
the East - made
Christianity a state
religion - It became a
political church.



570449 476
Title of Ecumenical
(world wide or
universal) patriarch
given to Dioseurus,
Patriarch of
Alexandria - Later
given to Roman
bishops - Leo I,
Hormisdes, Agapitus

Western Roman Empire
fell to Barbarians -
Eastern part with
Constantinople resisted -
became Byzantine
Empire lasting another
1000 years. Language -
Greek

Muhammed
born - Islam
religion to
follow.
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Title of
Ecumenical
Patriarch given
to Patriarch of
Constantinople,
John the Faster

Boniface III
assumed title
of Universal
Bishop in
Rome

Huge
Muslem
Empire

Church splits -
Roman Catholic
language is Latin.
Eastern Orthodox
language is Greek.

Some date the
introduction of
instruments of
music to 757
when
Byzantine sent
organ to Pipin -
unclear the
actual date 1st
introduced.
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Crusaders
capture
Jerusalem

Muslems
recapture
Jerusalem

Columbus
lands in
America.
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Martin
Luther's 95
Theses on
Oct 31.
Lutheran
Church
begins in
1521

England's Parliament makes
Henry VIII the Head of the
Church of England - the
Episcopal Church - He is also
one gave authorization to
translate Bible - the
Authorized Translation or as
we know it today the King
James Version

John Calvin escaping
persecution of Luther
and his followers
went to Geneva and
laid foundation of
what would be
Presbyterian Church
founded by John
Knox in 1560

Parliament made
Prebyterianism the
established faith in
Scotland

Group of English
colonists in Jamestown
Virginia. John Smythe a
clergyman in church of
England formed 1st
organized Baptist church
in London in 1608. He
opposed infant baptism.
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John Wesley
organized group of
young men into 1st
Methodist Society in
England - Wesley
had been preacher
for church of
England.

Methodist Episcopal
church of the US
originated with the
Christian
Conference held in
Baltimore on Dec
24.

Independence of
US

Roger Williams
establishes
Baptist church in
America at
Providence
Rhode Island
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James O'Kelley Methodist
preacher in NC/Va opposed
episcopal form of govt -
insisted on autonomy found in
NT -
-Name Christians
-Christ is Head
-Bible only creed
-Called the Christian Church

Dr. Abner Jones, Baptist
preacher in Vermont
broke away from Baptists
- he attempted to restore
worship after NT order.
-name Christian only
-Bible only rule of faith
-Did not know O'Kelley
but he knew his NT

Barton W. Stone,
Presbyterian
church began to
preach contrary to
the Confession of
Faith

Thomas Campbell,
Presbyterian church
began preaching
contrary doctrine. He
and his associates
renounced allegiance
to a creed - guided by
NT only.

Latter Day Saints -
Mormons organized
by Joseph Smith on
April 6 in Fayette, NY

Adventist -
later called 7th
Day Adventist
in 1863. Ellen
G. White
among its
founders.
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American Missionary
Society founded in
Cincinnati. Formed by
some restorationists who
sought general church
organization for work of
church collectively. Bitter
opposition from those
standing for truth - Man
made organization doing
the work of Divine
organizaiton.

Dr. L L Pinkerton
preacher for restored
church in Midway Ky
introduced
instruments of music
(a melodeon) into
church - caused
division - those in
favor became
Christian Church

Doctrine of
Infallibility of
Pope
adopted

Jehovah's
Witnesses

Christian
Science or
Christ Science
or Church of
Christ Scientist
started by Mary
Baker Eddy

National
Holiness Assoc
forms in
Vineland, NJ -
Beginning of rise
of
Pentecostalism

Niagara Bible
Conference
meets. This
group defends
inerrancy of
scriptures -
Promotes
Premillenialism



1927 1951 19801906 1907 1914

Church of
the
Nazarene

S D Gordon
publishes book
sets forth
dispensational
premillennialism.

Assemblies
of God

Christian Churches
split into Christian
Churches (Disciples
of Christ) and
Christian Churches
(Independent)

church of Christ
at Northport
gathers on
November 18 with
75 present.

Saddleback
Community Church
begins. Community
church movement
began
earlier….Willow
Creek CC in the early
70s.

The census of 1906
lists churches of
Christ and Christian
Churches separately.
Seeds of division
began with the
instrument of 1858.



Present

The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ be with
you all. Amen.
Rev 22:21


