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Lesson 4: getting started.....????

TEXTs:  Mt. 3:13-17; Mk. 1:9-11; Lk. 3:21-22; John 1:32-34

Before Jesus began His _________________ ministry, there were two “big” recorded events that took place:

 1.  His ____________________

 2.  The ______________________ in the wilderness

- It is interesting that Jesus lived some ________ miles away from where John was ___________________

 but He still came.  The following questions come to mind:

1.  Why would the Son of God wait until He was _____  to be baptized?

2.  Why is this particular event __________________ or  ____________________ by all four gospel writers,

 but we only got one ____________________ recorded event from Jesus’ _____________________?

3.  Why would a __________________ man have to be ____________________ in the first place?  If baptism is 

 for the ____________________ of _________, why would Jesus be baptized?  

Let’s answer these questions one at a time:

1.  Why would the Son of God wait this long to be baptized?  

 a.  Galatians 4:4 indicates that all of this happened according to God’s ___________________________.

 b.  Jesus often mentioned that His ______________ had not yet come during His ministry (Luke 9:51; 

  John 7:6, 8; Matthew 26:18; John 2:4; John 8:20; etc.)

 c.  Since Jesus had no ___________ to be _______________________ of, the ___________________

  of His baptism must be viewed in a completely ____________________ light.  

 d.  Jesus’ _____________ was in no danger of being ___________ here by waiting; ours would be.

2.   Why is this event recorded by all 4 gospel writers when we have only one record of Jesus‘ life prior to this? 

 a.  In a sense, the events that took place _________________ Jesus’ baptism are somewhat

  ____________________________.  We know this because if they were important, they 

  would have been ___________________.

3.   Why would a sinless man be baptized at all?

 a.   In answering this question, we can only go as far as Jesus’ ____________________________

  to John.    


